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Nursing Students Perception of Injustice in Clinical Practice

Cho, Hye Young - Kang, Kyoung Ah

Associate Professor, School of Nursing, Kunsan National University

Purpose: This study explores nursing students’ perception and experience of injustice in clinical practice and to
devise ways to improve the quality and increase satisfaction with clinical practice. Methods: This study was conducted
from December 9-28, 2021 among 22 nursing students with clinical practice experience attending two universities
in Jeollabuk-do. Focus group interviews were used for collecting data that were analyzed using qualitative content
analysis. Results: A total of four main analysis units were derived from 220 statements comprising, the original data,
and 30 concepts were identified through 112 meaningful statements. The injustice that nursing students perceived
during clinical practice consisted of four categories: ‘not respected,’ ‘not guaranteed safety,’ ‘not protected by the
system,” ‘not resolved structural problems in clinical practice.” Each category was derived from a statement based
on the 'injustice in clinical practice' perceived by nursing students in the course of clinical practice. Conclusion: To
maintain quality in clinical practice and promote nursing students’ satisfaction with clinical practice, continuous
problem analysis and multilateral efforts of clinical and educational institutions are considered necessary.
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Table 1. Analysis of Nursing Student's Perceived of Injustice in Clinical Practice

Categories Subcategories Concepts
Not respected  Not recognized as a - Treated as part-time job
student - Treated as surplus manpower that is used only for troublesome and simple tasks.
- Not getting help, support, or protection as a student
Not receiving basic - Not guaranteed regular meal times
accommodations - Practice end time not observed
- No regular breaks and places to rest
Discriminated against - Being mobilized for work that requires strength for being a male student
and compared - Excluded from practice for female patients because he is a male student
- Students are compared openly in their skills.
Inconsistent practice - Difficulty in receiving practice guidance from the same nurse
guidance - Everyday interpersonal relationships influence evaluation
- Practice guidance time and quality vary according to nurse workload
Not Exposed to - Exposure to safety accidents due to lack of risk information
guaranteed environmental - Exposure to accidents in the process of nursing techniques performed without safety
safety threats devices
- Allowing patients with violent tendencies to be monitored without protection
Exposed to verbal - Exposed to verbal abuse and threats from guardians
violence - Exposed to the nurse's exasperated reaction and criticism
Exposed to risk of - Failure to actively receive prior notice of infection risk
infection - Not prioritizing student safety in a pandemic situation
Not protected  Inefficient human - Insufficient education on human rights-related contents in ward practice orientation
by the system  rights & safety - Insufficient contents of post-accident coping process in orientation before practice
education
No guidelines for - No separate hospital regulations for student protection and respect

protecting trainee
nursing students

Not resolved Lack of educational

structural support and

problem in resources

clinical

practice Difficulty in
guaranteeing the

quality of clinical
practice guidance

No designated nurse
for practice training

- Insufficient education to respect students for patients and guardians in the hospital

- Shared student lounge space is narrow and inconvenient
- Competition and conflict between schools occur due to limited educational support

places

- Ward nurses are frequently replaced due to nurses' frequent resignations
- Difficulty in guiding practice due to inexperience of new nurses
- Difficulty in focusing on student practice due to lack of nurses in the ward

- Difficulty in concentrating on student practice due to head nurse workload
- Student practice transfers educational responsibility to the ward without a nurse in

charge
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